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The Way Forward - Acts 9:1-6,10-19 
May 5, 2019 

 Please pray with me. We meet you, O Christ, in the ebb and flow of our lives. 

We hear you in another’s words. We trust you in our need for healing. You are with 

us in times of life’s turning. May your Spirit help us to hear your voice, trust your 

call, and companion others in your way. Amen. 

 Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus is a well-known Bible story and 

one of those where the facts get a bit twisted in the telling. For instance, there is not 

one word about a horse in Luke’s story, but pictures of this story show Saul being 

thrown from a horse and that is the way we learned the story in Sunday School. I 

can almost see the horse and Saul on the Flannel Board the Sunday School teachers 

used to teach us lessons. Author Flannery O’Connor said of Paul, “I reckon the 

Lord knew that the only way to make a Christian out of that one was to knock him 

off his horse.” Yes, she added a horse, but she also made it plain that it is God at the 

center of the story. It wasn’t Saul, but God who caused his conversion and it is God 

who oftentimes will “knock us off our horses” to bring clarity to our lives. We must 

remember that the main character in any conversion story is God. This story, by the 

way, is only found in the book of Acts, unlike many of our Bible stories. 

 “Damascus Road experience” is a phrase used to describe any manner of  

religious experiences that bear little resemblance to what happened to Saul. 

Nonetheless, it does point out that the central figure in this conversion experience is 

God. God is always at the center of conversions – the power of God changes lives if 

we only will be open to it. 
 

 Saul’s conversion experience, is very dramatic and sometimes in the very 

drama of the story, the story of the call experience of Ananias is overlooked and 
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downplayed. The Lord called on a disciple in Damascus named Ananias and told 

him in a vision what had happened to Saul and exactly where Saul was located. 

Ananias tried to tell the Lord that this guy Saul is a really bad apple – not somebody 

you want to have among the disciples Lord. Like the rest of the dispersed 

community, Ananias had good reason to distrust Saul. But, God prevailed, once 

again choosing a seemingly unlikely person to spread His message. He sent Ananias 

to lay hands on Saul and give him back his sight. Saul was baptized and spent some 

time among the disciples in Damascus, presumably training, before he began 

spreading the gospel. Just as Saul was “turned” on the road to Damascus, so was 

Ananias “turned” as he was called to go to his former enemy and heal him, to 

restore his sight. Christ’s call for reconciliation remains as timely for the church and 

the world today as it was in the time of Saul and Ananias. 

 So, do you think that this story is limited to first century Christianity? Not 

really. We hear stories of people who experience happenings in their lives that are 

so unusual and so pronounced as to be unbelievable. This story, often referred to as 

“the Conversion of Saul,” tends to give people a “faith inferiority complex.” Did 

you ever feel as though your faith didn’t measure up to others in the congregation? 

Truth be known, probably those people you feel outdistance you with their faith, 

think their faith doesn’t measure up to yours either. For some of us faith just 

happened naturally as we grew up and there was no lightning bolt experience to 

bring us to our senses. I have to confess I am very uncomfortable when someone 

gets in my face and forcefully asks, “have you been saved?” I did not grow up 

believing the only way to get to heaven, was to have an astounding conversion 

experience and be “saved.” I believe that some of us will have wonderful 

experiences with God, whether they are a conversion experience or not and some of 
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us will never have those experiences and that doesn’t mean a thing to the depth of 

our faith. I never had a conversion experience, but I have talked before about the 

night I was sitting vigil with my late husband at Gosnell Memorial Hospice House 

and suddenly being very aware of “a presence” and realizing that I had been 

ignoring God’s call to ministry for many years. Of distinctly feeling He was calling 

me to chaplaincy. That definitely got my attention even though I later discerned it to 

be a call to parish ministry. 

 A friend sent me a link to an article on Friday that really just seemed to fit 

with this message. Two teens who were students at Christ’s Church Academy in 

Jacksonville, Florida were at a local beach last month when they took a dip in the 

water and got swept out into the ocean by a strong current. They tried to swim back 

to land but got tired out in the rough seas. Realizing they couldn’t make it back they 

clasped hands and started praying, calling out to God for the strength to swim. That 

is when Eric Wagner’s boat, named the “Amen,” appeared from out of nowhere. 

The teens had been in the water for 90 minutes and were too weak to climb aboard, 

needing help from Wagner and a shipmate. When they found out the name of the 

boat, they became very emotional and broke down crying. Now, you can just chalk 

this up to fate – that Mr. Wagner who was taking his boat from Delray, Florida to 

New Jersey just happened to be in the right place, but I see God’s hand in this 

incident, loud and clear and these two teen agers will graduate in a few weeks, 

grateful for the boat and owner who saved them from a certain death. 

 Saul had this blinding Damascus Road experience and for good reason, but 

most of us don’t go around “breathing threats and murder” against our opponents. 

We probably have all been on the wrong path at one time or another that has been 

injurious to ourselves and or others. We can be strong headed, stubborn, blind to 
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our own ambitions, selfish, caught in addictive behaviors. A few examples – the 

business person so determined to get a promotion that they lose their marriage and 

their family, the hard, demanding parent who can’t give a child a break, the parent 

at the sporting event who can’t accept the referee’s decision, the partisan political 

leader incapable of compromise, the person caught in addictive behavior.  

 What does it take to make a change? It may not be a blinding light, but 

certainly it is some form of that. Perhaps a trip to the emergency department, a 

spouse threatening to leave, a good friend who cares enough to confront their 

friend. Do you think God would be in those actions? Is God in the business of 

changing lives. Of course, but the question then arises, why doesn’t God act more 

quickly and why does God sometimes not act at all. Sometimes we have to look 

really hard to see where God is in our lives and often times we don’t see God until 

after the fact. It really isn’t the doctors and nurses in the emergency department, or 

the spouse, or the friend, but rather it is God who prompted the change.  

 Let us ask ourselves, where is God in my life right now? And we want to ask 

the question during this transition that is painful for all of us. Where do I need to 

open my eyes and see the light? Perhaps, how can I be Ananias? Amen. 

 

  

 


